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therapeutic value in enteric fever ; the results have so far been
disappointing. The serum of enteric fever convalescents often
contains the " Vi " antibody, which is also present in the serum
of carriers of $. typlii.

Haemagglutination

Agglutinins are not induced solely by the inoculation of bacteria.
They are also invoked by the injection of substances, such as red
blood corpuscles and spermatozoa. The agglutination of red
blood corpuscles by serum is termed hcemagglutination and
frequently constitutes an examination of great importance in
medico-legal work.

Agglutinins, capable of agglutinating human red blood cor-
puscles, are normally present in human serum. Their origin is
uncertain, but there is no doubt that they are not induced by
outside or external stimulation; they follow the Mendelian laws
of heredity. Two main antigenic components and two corre-
sponding agglutinins are concerned with the reaction. According
to the distribution of these in the blood, four principal blood
groups have been distinguished. Two factors are present in
each specimen of blood, but an antigen and its corresponding
agglutinin do not exist in the same specimen. The distribution
of the factors in the four groups had previously been confused
by the adoption of different terminologies by various workers,
but an international nomenclature is now almost universally
used (Table III). While these groups are usually clearly

TABLE HI
Blood Groups

Moss's Classification
	International Nomenclature
	Antigen (cells)
	Agglutinin (sera)

1
	AB
	AB
	O

.    2 3 4
	A B 0
	A B
	b (anti-B) a (anti-A) ab


	
	neither A nor B
	(anti-A & anti-B)

differentiated, Group A may present difficulties as agglutination
sometimes takes place slowly ; this is due to the presence of two
kinds of A agglutinogens and Group A is consequently sub-
divided into groups Ax and A2.
Blood grouping is of great importance in blood transfusion,